May 2026

Dear Traveller,

We hope you are looking forward to re-joining the Trans Africa expedition!  This update has some important information about visa applications and also covers the following:
[bookmark: _Hlk175757067]
· Truck, tents and luggage 
· Egypt arrangements 
· Dietary Requirements   
· Visas   
· Documentation
· Vaccinations 
· Spending money
· Travel insurance 
· Government Travel Advice


But first...

What to expect! 
As you are aware, the Trans Africa is is one of our longer and more demanding overland adventures and it’s a trip where you should expect the unexpected, with the itinerary and route often having to adapt and change while on the road.  

This of course means that timings are going to have to be flexible too. This is about as far away from your average holiday as you can get, as not only will you have to get stuck in (often literally!) as you help to dig the truck out when it gets bogged down (which it will in some places, certainly further north!), you all get involved in the cooking and cleaning, as well as setting up and taking down the tents. The trip will only run well if everyone approaches it with a positive attitude and enthusiasm about pitching in and helping out – the more everyone does this, the quicker and easier everything runs, and the happier everyone will be.

The majority of the section of the route from Arusha to Nairobi generally has a better tourist infrastructure than in countries further north and for most of the trip we stay in campsites and travel on good, sealed roads.  There will always be exceptions to this however so be prepared for the occasional bush camp, impassable road and itinerary adaptation, especially during newer parts of the itinerary such as Burundi.  Travelling into northern Kenya and Ethiopia, we will wild camp more frequently and facilities become scarcer which means dig a hole and ‘shower in a can’ moments may happen a lot!  In Ethiopia, Somaliland and Djibouti, visa applications may be more complicated and overall travelling becomes more challenging, especially through the desert in Somaliland where you should expect to have to help with the sand mats at times. 


Truck, tents and luggage
Our 4x4 Renault truck that is did the southbound route to Cape Town will be used for your trip.  This is the best truck in our fleet for the soft sand we'll need to deal with in Somaliland.  

The general plan is for 2 people to share a 3 person tent. However, everyone is welcome to bring their own tent if they wish (meaning you don't need to share if you don’t want to). If you do plan to bring your own, please let us know so we can manage the number of our tents.  If you bring your own, then throughout the trip you will be responsible for it if it needs repairs or replacing.


Please remember that although the truck is roomy with lots of storage areas, there is a limit to space for your personal luggage as we carry food stocks, kitchen equipment, spare parts and tools etc.  So, 80-90 litre max backpacks and holdalls are the best form of carrying your luggage which will be stored in the luggage locker which is accessed from outside the truck, along with a small day pack (40ltr max) which you can keep inside. Backpacks and holdalls that have a rigid frame as well as suitcases are impractical on the truck and should not be brought.  If you bring excess luggage above the recommended amount then you will need to post it home.

Egypt Arrangements
For those who are completing the full journey all the way to Cairo, this applies to you. 
Because of the ongoing situation in Sudan, we are still not able to take the truck the whole way to Egypt. The truck and truck crew will therefore finish in Addis Ababa and those continuing to Egypt will fly from there to Cairo (expected date 6 September). This flight is for you to purchase – it is not included in your trip price. Your crew will give you the exact date and flight to purchase when we are getting closer to Nairobi and we know more about exactly what and where we will be allowed to visit in northern Ethiopia. 
Once in Egypt, we will complete the final part of the trip using a mix of local and private transport, and staying in budget hotels/guesthouses. We run a lot of short holidays in Egypt, and our local guides and representatives will accompany the group. 

Dietary Requirements (eg. Vegetarians / Vegans / Coeliacs / Gluten & Lactose intolerance etc.)
We will do our best to help facilitate dietary requirements or intolerances whenever possible, but also within reason. Everybody takes turns in shopping, preparing food and cooking for the group as part of a small cook-group and while it is perfectly possible and normal to cook for both vegetarians and meat eaters, catering for more than that split is difficult. 

In general, in the past we have found that vegans have really struggled with the available food options at times. 

If there is anything in particular you require in your diet or because of an allergy or intolerance, or would miss from home, it would be best to bring these with you, as these cannot be purchased with normal Local Payment funds due to the high cost of these specialised and often imported foods. This includes things like gluten free pastas. Additionally, you can stock up with items like this when we get to big towns or cities. 

Because we will be cooking communally in a shared outdoor kitchen, it is hard, if not impossible, to prevent against some cross contamination. So, if you have severe allergies to certain food products you must tell us as soon as possible so that we can consider the implications and advise you further.
 
It must be remembered that the variety of dishes available to vegetarians may not be the same as available to meat eaters. When eating out in local restaurants and hotels, bear in mind that vegetarianism or food allergies / intolerances, are still not widely known about or understood by many local people. Eg. vegetarians will often be offered or served fish or chicken in error. Most large towns and cities, or areas used to tourists, will often have more choice but please be aware that it will probably not be as varied as you are used to when eating out at home.


Visas
You will need to apply for an Ethiopia e-visa in advance of joining the trip.  Please make your application as soon as possible using the accompanying instructions and send us a scanned copy once you receive it.  This is one of the required documents we need to supply to the authorities in order to enter Ethiopia with our truck so please do this is as soon as possible. 

We plan to obtain all other visas en-route during the trip so there is nothing you need to do at this stage.  

DOCUMENTATION   
Passport
If you are using a different passport to the one you travelled on previously on the Trans Africa, please send us a scanned colour copy.

Document copies to take with you on the expedition
Please bring the following copies on A4 paper with you. These will be used for obtaining visas and crossing borders en-route and your crew will collect them at the start of the trip. Your paperwork will be stored in the crew’s safe on the truck. Finding colour photocopiers in some parts of Africa is very difficult, hence this requirement!

Please do not cut any documents or photos down to size but keep as A4 size, or for passport photos, the size they were when printed.  Please also make sure they are good clear scans in the centre of the page and nice and flat so no shadows! These are needed for visas, hence the good clear copies. 

· Passport and Yellow Fever photocopies
Please provide your tour leader with 2 colour copies of your passport (of each passport you hold if you have more than one), and 2 colour copies of your Yellow Fever certificate. Please also have another couple of copies on hand with you.

· Covid vaccination record
Please ensure you have a copy of your Covid Vaccination record. These are rarely needed now, if ever, but useful to have all the same. 

· Credit card photocopies
2 copies of your credit card, showing both the front and the back of the card. You can black out some of the main card number (but not the expiry date), this is just to show you have access to funds.

· Digital copies
Please have digital copies of your passport, Yellow Fever Vaccination certificate, Covid vaccination certificate and passport photo documents (scanned as above) stored on your email, cloud storage, or on a device you may be travelling with as they may be needed for online visa applications.

· Bank statements
Some consulates require recent bank statements to accompany your visa application.  This is to show proof of funds.  Please ensure you will be able to access your banking online during the trip in order to download and print a statement.  You can download, store and print a statement before you leave home so you already have one for visas early on in the trip.  Your statement should show that you have approximately US$1000 or the equivalent in your account.  
 
· Passport Photos
Please bring with you 4 passport photos.  They must be with a white background: 


VACCINATIONS
Don’t forget to have a look at the ‘Vaccinations & Health’ section under the ‘Essential Information’ tab on the trip page on our website and ensure you have all the vaccinations you need.


SPENDING MONEY
The following is based on previous experiences of ours and our travellers and information from our local contacts.  Please bear in mind recent global price increases and fluctuations in currency exchange rates.  We always recommend having a contingency fund!

Personal spending money can vary so much between travellers, so we aim to offer some advice to help you plan.  Going on previous travellers’ feedback, we would suggest you budget on approximately £120 to £175 per week to cover you for some meals out, drinks, communications, souvenirs and other general spending.  This is on the assumption that you will be fairly budget-conscious. If you think you will choose to stay in hotels in cities, you will need to budget for that separately.  It is always worth having a bit extra as a buffer for those ‘must buy’ purchases you may find en-route!  It is also worth holding a contingency fund in case you need to fly over any sections if we are unable to obtain visas or a country becomes too unstable to travel through.  

As we are a British based company, we make recommendations in GBP sterling, however if you are for example an American traveller there would be no need to convert your US dollars into GBP.  You would simply take the equivalent amount in dollars.  See below for further clarity on this.  If you have questions about this or would like to check how widely accepted your home currency is then please do not hesitate to ask. 

How to bring your money:  
You will need to bring US Dollars for the Local Payment (the majority in $100 or $50 bills), as well as for visas (see the Visa section under the Essential Information tab of your trip on our website). 

Beyond this, in regards to your spending money, we recommend bringing part of this in hard currency ($/£/€), which you will then exchange in Africa to local currency. Past Oasis travellers have fed back that they have felt, as a general rule it is best to bring your money in US$ cash.  This is generally the preferred currency but British pounds and Euros can be exchanged in most countries between South Africa and Kenya.   It will also depend on the exchange rate at the time of your trip as to which currency is better.

Scottish pounds are not accepted so we advise leaving these at home.  
 
US dollars dated pre-2013 are generally not accepted in Africa so please ensure your notes are dated 2013 onward. Please remember to bring US$ notes in good condition - old, torn, marked bills are difficult to spend.  The rate of exchange for small denomination $US bills are usually less than larger bills, $100 and $50 bills will get you better rates, but it is still advisable to bring an assortment of both as some activities and operators will not have the facility to give large amounts of change. 

Pre-paid travel currency cards are also an option if you are concerned about bringing all your money in cash - BUT DEFINITELY BRING AT LEAST 60% of your spending money in cash. Some travellers worry about carrying so much money with them, however all Oasis Overland trucks are equipped with a safe for the security of your money and passport.  

Cash machines/ATMs are becoming more available throughout Africa. Whilst they provide a convenient way to access your funds, we do not recommend relying solely on them, as during power shortages they will not work, and they often run out of cash. If you do plan to use these machines to access your funds from time to time, it is advisable to contact your bank BEFORE travelling and detail your itinerary to them – banks will often suspect fraudulent transactions when your card is used in Africa and will frequently block travellers’ cards.  ATMS usually have a limit of around $100 - $200 and can charge high fees for withdrawing cash. Remember that MasterCard is not as widely accepted as Visa and Visa Debit. 

To save on bank fees and exchange rates we recommend you look at some of the new online based banks and payment cards. For example, Revolut, Wise, Starling, Chase, Monzo and others offer a debit card you can top up and use worldwide with good exchange rates and no extra charges for cash withdrawals or local payments. 
 
WHAT CURRENCY IS GOOD WHERE? 
Below is a guideline of what currencies are best to exchange in each country.  This information is compiled from our previous trips and is a rough guide only: 
£  - Pounds Sterling 
        	$  - US Dollars 
        	€  - Euro	        
        	ATM  - Automatic Teller Machines/Cash Machine
 

TANZANIA : Currency is Tanzanian shilling 
€, $, £ cash can be changed easily 
A better rate is given for larger denomination notes (50’s, 100’s) in cash. 
ATM machines available in cities. 

BURUNDI: Currency is Burundi franc
$ can be changed easily

KENYA : Currency is Kenyan shilling 
€, $, £ cash can be changed easily 
ATM machines available throughout country 
 
UGANDA : Currency is Ugandan shilling 
€, $, £ cash can be changed easily 
ATM machines available in cities 
 
RWANDA: Currency is Rwandan Francs 
$, £, € cash can be changed easily 
ATMs that accept Visa don’t always work. 
 
ETHIOPIA : Currency is Birr 
€, $, £ cash can be changed easily.  
ATM machines available in cities. 
 
SOMALILAND : Currency is Somali Shilling
$ can be changed easily.

DJIBOUTI : Currency is Djiboutian Franc
$ can be changed easily
 
EGYPT : Currency is Egyptian pound 
€, $, £ cash can be changed easily 
ATM machines available throughout country 
 
We hope that you have found all the updates above helpful and useful. If you have any questions, please do ask. 

Best wishes,
The Oasis Overland team


