12 Sep 2025

Hi everyone,

Firstly, a reminder about our Trans Africa Zoom meeting on Wednesday 24th September at 6.30pm UK time.  We’ll be going over some important aspects of your expedition and answering your questions. 

You will need to register in advance to join the meeting - please do this as soon as you can by following the link below.   This also gives you the opportunity to ask any questions you may have in advance.
Registration link: https://us05web.zoom.us/meeting/register/7YG25xT8SoegmNoA9IIMdw 
 After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
Last year we had feedback that this meeting was very helpful for some people so we hope to see/hear you there! It will be recorded and made available afterwards if you are not able to join. 
After the meeting, about 3 weeks before we start, we will send out a final update like this, which will include various reminders (about the local payment, documents, tents, luggage, as well as joining information in Fes, crew contact details etc. 
In the meantime, this update includes important information about the Ghana visa for US passport holders as well as actions you should take now for your Mauritania and Cote d’Ivoire visas.  There is also a breakdown of how to pay your Local Payment as well as information about passenger liability insurance, government travel advice and your own travel insurance. Also, a reminder about documentation we still need in from some people please…

SCANNED DOCUMENTS TO SEND TO US IN ADVANCE - REMINDER
If you haven’t already, please send the following to us at info@oasisoverland.co.uk as soon as possible. See our previous update for the correct way to scan your documents (border officials can be very particular about this!) Please name your scans with your Oasis booking reference number and your name like this example 48779 - Stephen Smith - passport 1 scan’:

· Scanned colour copy of passport 
If you have two passports, please send both copies, with the main passport you intend to travel on labelled as ‘Passport 1’, followed by your second copy of ‘Passport 2’ as your back up passport. 
· Scanned colour copy of Yellow Fever Certificate
· Scanned colour Passport photo
Passport photo of standard size. Maximum file size 200KB. Image Format JPEG.

· Other information to send us:
Please send us your completed traveller information form, or any outstanding information if you have not done so already, your Ghana visa if you have received it and advise us if you have any medical or dietary conditions we should know about. 

 
LOCAL PAYMENT
You will find a breakdown of how to pay your Local Payment to your tour leader in a separate document along with this update.  Your local payment is due in part US$ and part Euros.  We do need this in cash please. What many of our travellers do is to order currency online and pick it up at an airport foreign exchange desk just before flying to Morocco. This means you don’t have to carry a lot of cash with you for long, and you will get a much better rate by ordering the cash online in advance rather than just buying it at the airport. Travelex have exchange shops in most airports, but do check your particular airport and terminal for the best option there. 


GHANA VISA – IMPORTANT UPDATE FOR US TRAVELLERS
It has always been the case that US passport holders could apply for a one Ghana year visa, however, some of our US travellers have informed us that they are only able to apply for a 3 month visa.  We are due to enter Ghana at the end of December and depart mid-January so it's important that it doesn't expire before you enter and will allow your complete stay.

Different Ghana embassies issue their visas in different ways, e.g. with a ‘valid from’ date being either the date of entry or the date of issue.   If you haven't already, please check that your visa will be valid so that you can enter Ghana between 29th December and 3rd January (in case we are delayed) and stay for at least 17 days.

 
MAURITANIA E-VISA
Mauritania has recently introduced a new e-visa system.  You should now make your application in advance of the trip starting – see our separate document for a guide on how to do this. 


COTE D’IVOIRE VISA
You will need to start your Cote d’Ivoire visa application online before the start of your trip. You do not need to complete your application, but you do need to pay for your visa and make an appointment for the visa application at an Embassy. The process only takes a few minutes to complete. Please see our accompanying document for instructions on how to do this.  
On the note of visas – please remember that you will need to bring a set of ‘embassy clothes’ with you, so that you can wear these to the embassies when you are applying for visas.  These need to be smart, so a pair of closed shoes (no flip flops!), long length trousers or skirts (jeans are not acceptable in some embassies) and a collared or smart top, covering your shoulders. This is very important, as looking smart, and behaving respectfully, really does impact on the process of obtaining some of these visas. If some of the group attend looking scruffy, or are disruptive and try to haggle about prices for example, this can impact on the possibility of the entire group getting their visas. 


PASSENGER LIABILITY INSURANCE
As a company we do our best to have the best possible level of insurance in place to protect our travellers and our operations. That includes a comprehensive tour operators liability insurance policy which protects all of our trips. We also try to obtain passenger liability insurance to cover liability for your time on the vehicle itself, including any accidents. However, as we make clear in our booking conditions, this type of insurance is not always available or adequate in some countries. 

We have done extensive research over the last couple of years through insurance companies and brokers both here in the UK and in several different African countries, and unfortunately there simply is not any passenger liability insurance cover available at all now to purchase in advance for most of North and West Africa. There should be coverage for South and East Africa in place. The main policy that used to provide cover for overland companies like us before Covid is simply not available anymore. The crew will attempt to purchase insurance at each border we cross, and sometimes this is possible (albeit with a very low level of cover), but this will not be available everywhere. As a responsible operator we wanted to bring this to your attention before the trip starts. Be assured though that our main liability policy is in place for you. 

TRAVEL INSURANCE AND GOVERNMENT TRAVEL ADVICE
As previously mentioned in our first email, the British Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO) as well as governments of other countries aim to provide advice and security information for their citizens and this advice could affect your travel insurance policy. For example, if the FCDO is advising against ‘all or non essential travel’ to a particular country or specific area of it, most travel insurance companies will not cover the policy holder for travel through that area.

Remember to check that your personal travel insurance is valid for travel through each and every country on the expedition.   Please also check the cover will continue after you have been through any countries en route that currently have travel restrictions in place.  We have been informed that some travel insurance companies will void a policy if you go against any of the British FCDO advice.   

Travel insurance that includes cover for areas the FCDO advises against travel to
If you already have travel insurance and it doesn’t cover areas with travel advisories in place, SafetyWing’s Nomad Insurance can offer a policy for your time in each of them.  As these areas can change at short notice, you can take out this cover during the trip, as and when needed.  If you haven’t yet purchased a travel insurance policy for your trip, or wish to cancel and change your existing policy, you can also get cover through Safety Wing Insurance for the whole trip. Please see our previous update for further details about what the policy covers and exclusions.  

As always, and whichever insurance policy you take out, please read the policy carefully – it’s always a long read with a lot of small print but it’s important and your responsibility to know what you are covered for and that it will be adequate for the trip you are undertaking.

More on Government Travel Advice
It’s important to remember that the advice for the different countries and areas through which we operate trips is forever changing and we are constantly reviewing information as it comes to hand.  Oasis Overland crews have been travelling through these areas for approximately 20 years and have gained a lot of experience and local knowledge.  We have local contacts in many areas and others who travel these routes (which may be companies and/or individuals) readily share information. 

First and foremost, the safety of our clients and crew is paramount and we take it very seriously.  Most of the areas mentioned have had travel advisories in place for many years and we have had no problems travelling through them, e.g. Mauritania.  Things can change and our local contacts on the ground can inform us should an area become unsafe to travel through, often more quickly than the FCDO.  One of the advantages of travelling overland in our own expedition vehicle and being flexible is that we can change our itinerary on the rare occasions this is needed.  When this is not possible, then the group would need to fly over at their own expense but this is extremely rare.  

Current areas on our route as far as Cape Town with FCDO advisories in place are listed below. Your crew will also advise you of these before you get there, and ask you to sign some paperwork just to confirm that you have been given information about the advice:

Mauritania & Western Sahara
The FCDO is advising against ‘all travel’ to an area of approximately 30km north of the Western Sahara/Mauritania border and ‘all but essential’ travel to a small section of approximately 5km of the road from the border until it meets the Nouakchott – Nouadhibou highway.  This is a relatively short drive as we transit from Morocco and cross to Mauritania.  If you wish to fly over this section, there are flights from Casablanca in Morocco to Nouakchott in Mauritania where you can re-join the expedition vehicle. 

Cote d’Ivoire
The FCDO is advising against ‘all but essential’ travel to an area of 20km from the Liberia/Cote d’Ivoire border.  This is a short drive on our way towards Yamassoukro.  If you wish to fly over this section, there are flights from Monrovia in Liberia to Abidjan in Cote d’Ivoire.

Nigeria
The FCDO is advising against ‘all but essential’ travel to areas of southern Nigeria.  Our route may take us on a short transit (approximately 50km) through one of these.  If you wish to fly over this section, there are flights within Nigeria or from Benin to Cameroon where you can re-join the expedition vehicle.

Cameroon
The FCDO is advising ‘against all travel’ within 40km of the Nigerian border. We pick a border crossing with the shortest affected route and with the best situation on the ground at the time. If you wish to fly over this section, the closest direct flights leave from Benin to Douala in Cameroon where you can re-join the expedition vehicle. 

Gabon
There are no FCDO issues regarding Gabon. However we wanted to highlight again here that there is a very good chance that we will need to skip Gabon on this trip. This is mainly because some of the border crossings that we would want to use are not open for foreign travellers and vehicles to use. However, we also need to take the current road conditions there into account, which can be very bad. The crew will be checking for up to date information on this as you go along and will update you during the trip about whether we may be able to go in or not. If we can’t, we will skirt Gabon and spend more time in Republic of Congo (this can include a possible lowland gorilla activity). 

Angola (Cabinda) 
The FCDO is advising against ‘all but essential travel’ to the province of Angola (Cabinda) which is a relatively short drive of one day between Congo and DRC.  This is nothing new, and all our trips through Cabinda have been issue free so far. However, if you wish to fly over this section, you will be able to do so from Pointe Noire or Brazzaville (depending on the route we take in Congo) to Luanda in Angola. 

From Cape Town north to Cairo, the areas of concern are parts of Ethiopia and Somaliland. As we will not be reaching these for over 10 months, we will update you closer to the time with further information as we expect things may have changed by then in some areas. 

