8 Oct 25

Hi everyone,

Just a few weeks to go until you set off on your expedition!  This is our final update about meeting us in Fez, applying for your Guinea e-visa, a one way flight letter and a few reminders.

[bookmark: _Hlk178171449]YOUR CREW
Some of you will already have virtually met two of your crew, Robin and Rowan on the Zoom meeting.  
Robin, your Tour Leader, did the Trans Africa expedition as an Oasis traveller many years ago as well as our South America overland expedition.  So he knows what it’s like to be heading off on this huge journey and he’s very excited to be getting back to West Africa and helping you to get the most out of your adventure.
Rowan will be your Driver for the whole journey.  North and West Africa are new to him but he’s run many, many trips in Southern Africa as both driver and tour leader.  Being South African, this part of the continent is his neck of the woods and he’s looking forward to sharing it with you.
Steve Newsway will be your Driver from Fes to Accra.  He’s a skilled mechanic, tour leader and possibly the most experienced driver in overlanding.  Having travelled this route many times, he knows it extremely well.  Steve is currently in Morocco, at the end of our northbound Cape Town to Fes expedition.
Robin, Rowan and Steve will be in Fez with our expedition truck and are looking forward to meeting you all there on the 26th October.  During the day there will be a pre-departure meeting to prepare you for the journey ahead!
TRUCKS:
As previously advised, we are running two trucks together as far as Accra. The 4WD Renault will then continue on to Cape Town. Those carrying on to Nairobi and Cairo from there may then switch to a different vehicle again, as we try and keep the Renault on the Western side of Africa where its 4WD is more needed. So, you will get a mix of seating and window arrangements, which we hope will mean you get your preference for at least part of the trip (eg. front or side facing, solid or roll-up windows ).

Meeting your crew in Fez on day one, Sunday 26th October
Make your way to Diamant Vert Bungalows in Fez.
Address: Rte Ain Chqef, Fez 30000, Morocco
https://www.booking.com/hotel/ma/diamant-vert.en-gb.html 
Phone: +212 5356-08369
Please arrive as soon as you are able and ideally by 2pm latest so Robin can make a start on collecting all your paperwork and and Local Payment ahead of the pre-departure meeting. 
The camp is not really ideal if you want to book pre-tour nights. The location is outside of town, and while it has some bungalows, they aren’t that great. We use it because it has space for the truck and camping, which places in town just don't. If you arrive a day or more early, you will be better off booking somewhere in the heart of Fez. You'll have much better access to look around the city and could just get a taxi to join us on day one. 
If you need to contact Robin once you are in Morocco or if your flights are delayed and you think you won’t be there on time, you can Whatsapp him on +447801710368.  Please remember to tell him who you are! Please also hold of contacting him until at least the 24th, as he will be travelling and working on the truck and preparations in Morocco and not really available. 
Our UK 24 hour emergency number if you can’t reach Robin is +44 203 633 3041. 

VISAS
Ghana visa
If you haven’t already, let us know how you are getting on with your Ghana visa, especially if you are applying for the 3 month visa.  Please send us a copy once you’ve received it.  
Guinea e-visa
Previously we’ve applied for this on the road however, you can apply for it now which you may find easier and it will be another visa ticked of the long visa list!  Instructions are in the accompanying document.
Embassy clothes
On the note of visas – please remember that you will need to bring a set of ‘embassy clothes’ with you, so that you can wear these to the embassies when you are applying for visas.  These need to be smart, so a pair of closed shoes (trainers OK but no flip flops!), long length trousers or skirts (jeans are not acceptable in some embassies) and a collared or smart top, covering your shoulders.
Other visas
[bookmark: _Hlk175756309]All other visas will be applied for en-route, either online via the country’s e-visa website or at Embassies and Consulates along the way or at the border.  It’s not unusual to have to try for some visas in more than one city and we may have to make alterations to our itinerary in order to obtain certain visas.  
Your Tour Leader will collect a USD 15 visa kitty per person at the start of the trip, which goes towards paying for taxis, photocopies, communication etc. when applying for visas as a group. Your Tour Leader will keep a separate account of expenses incurred and will inform the group of any surplus funds remaining at the end of the trip, or any extra that is required.

CAMPING, ACCOMMODATION AND UPGRADES
As you will have seen on our website, you will be camping during your trip.  There will be a lot of wild camping as well as some designated campsites and possibly the occasional hostel/budget hotel.  Sometimes the campsite we are staying at will also have an accommodation block, chalets, safari tents or other types of rooms available for people to stay in. When we arrive at these, you are welcome to upgrade your camping to stay somewhere and enjoy a bit more comfort. The tour leader will credit the cost of your camping towards your room booking IF the property allows them to do this. This is normally, but not always possible and you may well need to pay the full cost of your new arrangements. 
If you choose to stay somewhere else entirely, away from the rest of the group, then you will need to cover the full cost of this yourself. 
Please note – it is not Robin’s job to book all these upgrades for you, and while he can give you dates for forward stays, these are always a bit flexible. So, if you are making advance upgrade bookings, make sure to make them flexible or cancellable without any fee. 

TAKING TIME OUT FROM THE TRIP
Quite often on our much longer trips, people will take a few days away from the truck and group to do their own thing. This is perfectly fine and we will accommodate this as best we can. We will ask you to sign a simple bit of paperwork saying you are leaving the trip voluntarily, with a proposed place and date of return. You can stay in touch with the crew while you are away and liaise with them and with our head office about when you will re-join.

However, please bear in mind that we need to leave promptly on days we depart a location and if you are not there when we are scheduled to leave, you may be left behind and would need to cover any costs for re-joining yourself. 

Also, our overland schedules are flexible, and we will not always be able to give exact dates for you to meet up again. You must be prepared to be flexible with this, and to cover all your costs for accommodation and transport yourself while you are away from the group. The crew need to put the arrangements of the group on the truck first and won't be able to re-arrange the trip schedule to accommodate your plans.  You will also not be due any refund of either the main trip price or the local payment if you spend time away from the truck and group.

AIRALO E-SIMS
As mentioned previously, it is possible to buy local Sim cards for your mobile phone very cheaply. Micro sims are difficult to obtain outside of big cities with posh phone shops and you’ll be even more unlikely to find a Nano sim but regular sims are available pretty much everywhere. 
If your phone is compatible, buying eSims in advance can save you having to buy a physical sim in each new country. 
We can offer a discount on Airalo e-sims if you purchase them through us. These cover a lot of the countries on the route. Please get in touch if you would like to purchase one. 
Note – please check countries covered. Data and speed will be subject to the signal available where we are. There will be plenty of places you won't get coverage. Always also aim to use local WiFi where you can too, to save on data costs on the SIM. 
 The way it works is that: 
 1 - Tell us which SIM you would like – eg. the 1Gb or 3Gb Africa eSIM https://www.airalo.com/africa-esim
(there are other country specific ones, but we think this 30-day one is going to work best for your trip)

2 - We will invoice you for the discounted price:
30 days - 1Gb - website £21, our price £17
30 days - 3Gb - website £45 - our price £40
Other SIMs – 10%
3 - When you make payment, we email you a voucher with your eSIM details
4 - You download the Airalo app, install the voucher, and activate the eSIM on your phone. Full instructions are provided. 
5 - We will set a flag at our end to email you again after 30 days with another payment link in case you want to purchase an extension (same prices as above). You can choose to either pay for an extension or not, entirely up to you. 
6 - If you run out of data before the 30 days, then let us know and we can invoice you for another 30 days early. 
 

SOME REMINDERS…

Local Payment
Please remember to bring your Local Payment in US Dollars and Euros cash as per the breakdown in our previous update (see our Trip Downloads page).  Notes ideally from $50 and above, no small denominations please. Robin will collect this from you at the start of the trip.

Document copies
Don’t forget to bring with you on the expedition, the document copies listed in our previous updates.  This will save you a lot of hassle finding printing and copying facilities en route!  
We are also still missing a few insurance details from various people. Please could you send these in asap. as it is important for us to have these details in advance. 
Tents
If you are planning to bring your own tent, please let us know right away so we can manage the number of our own tents that we bring.  If you are unsure whether you have told us or not, please tell us again. If you do not bring your own tent, you should expect to share a tent with another member of the group (same sex). If you do bring your own, you will not need to share. 
Luggage 
Remember that although the truck is roomy with lots of storage areas, there is a limit to space for your personal luggage and we will be full with stocks to take us through West Africa as well as all the kitchen equipment, spare parts & tools etc.  So, 80 litre (100ltr max) backpacks and holdalls are the best form of carrying your luggage which will be stored in lockers under your seat, along with a small day pack (40ltr max).  Backpacks and holdalls that have a rigid frame as well as suitcases are impractical on the truck and should not be brought.  If you bring excess luggage above the recommended amount then you will need to post it home from Morocco.
Personal spending money
As a UK company, much of our spending money suggestions are quoted in Pounds sterling however, we do suggest that you bring mainly US Dollars and Euros as outside The Gambia and Southern to Eastern Africa, the Pound generally attracts a less than favourable rate or is not possible to exchange at all.
It is advisable to anticipate needing more spending money and we always advise to have a contingency fund.  Also, remember that our personal spending money suggestions do not include paying for Optional Excursions or visas, therefore these should be accounted for separately.

ONE-WAY FLIGHT LETTER
Sometimes immigration officers or airline check in staff may question why you only have a one-way ticket. We have therefore prepared a template letter which you can amend and print out to explain your onward travels with us. 

This should be the final update from us, so the last thing to say is have an incredible overland adventure across Africa! 
We look forward to seeing your photos and hearing stories from the trip.  

Best wishes from all the team at Oasis Overland!
