15 Sep
Dear Oasis travellers,

Just a few weeks to go until you set off on your expedition! This update includes a link to our Zoom meeting and also covers applying for your Guinea e-visa, notes on camping and accommodation and taking time out from the trip and a letter for immigration/airline check-in to explain why you are travelling on a one way ticket to Morocco.

ZOOM MEETING LINK
It was great to meet some of you virtually for our Zoom meeting!  For those that couldn’t make it, please follow this link: Oasis Overland Trans Africa meeting 2026
Passcode: BybL2&J5
Please scroll ahead to 9.00 minutes for when we actually get started. We hope you found/find it useful. 
As a quick recap – the meeting was hosted by Ralph with participation from crew members Jenny (tour leader) and TK (driver), as well as Mariska and Ceris from the office and the helpful Zoom AI tells us we covered the following:
· We will use a different 4x4 truck instead of the usual Renault due to shipping issues and the fact that driving through Sudan is still not possible. We will have a pre-departure meeting on October 26th at 2 PM. Jenny explained that 65% of meals are included and will be cooked in groups of 3-5 people, with some camping options available for upgrade at participants' own cost.
· Jenny outlined key details for long-term travel through West Africa, emphasizing the importance of teamwork, food safety, and adherence to local customs. She explained the rotation system for cooking and cleaning groups, highlighted the challenges of sourcing meat and fresh produce, and stressed the need for flexibility with the itinerary due to potential road and border issues. Jenny also covered essential packing tips, the importance of modest clothing in Muslim countries, restrictions on drones, and the role of local payments, while encouraging participants to communicate openly about health and emotional needs.
· TK provided safety instructions for the truck, emphasizing the importance of seatbelts, securing items on overhead racks, and managing water supply. Ralph discussed logistics including the safe for valuable items, charging arrangements, gorilla trekking and the iron ore train in Mauritania.
· The group asked questions about crew continuity, visa issues for Ghana and Mauritania, and potential changes to the itinerary in Sudan and Northern Ethiopia.  We ended with a video message from Janet and Andrew, who could not attend, expressing their excitement for the trip.

Iron Ore Train – Mauritania
As mentioned in the Zoom meeting, for those interested in riding the iron ore train in Mauritania, we can help enable this for you, but you would need to sign off the trip for a few days. You may find this link helpful to read: https://againstthecompass.com/en/iron-ore-train-mauritania/

VISAS
Guinea e-visa
You can now apply for this and we would suggest you apply as soon as you can as currently the e-visa is taking a long time to be issued for some nationalities, e.g. 45 days for EU citizens.  Instructions are in the accompanying document.
Please note that the cost of the visa has increased to the following:
· Australian, Canadian, EU and Indian – USD100
· UK – USD150
· USA – USD185

Mauritania e-visa
If you haven’t already applied for this e-visa, please do so and see our previous update for  guidance.
Sierra Leone e-visa
We previously mentioned we would apply for this in advance however it’s now likely we will get a visa on arrival.  Jenny will advise you if there is any change to this en route.
Ghana e-visa
You cannot apply for the Ghana e-visa before 4th October, otherwise it will expire before you reach Ghana.  We will send out a guide to help you fill in the online application in our final update.
Other visas
[bookmark: _Hlk175756309]All other visas will be applied for en-route, either online via the country’s e-visa website or at Embassies and Consulates along the way or at the border.  It’s not unusual to have to try for some visas in more than one city and we may have to make alterations to our itinerary in order to obtain certain visas.  
Please budget an additional USD200-400 to allow for potential additional express visa processing fees, or fees to pay local fixers to help enable processing or issuing of visas in certain countries. Hopefully we won’t need to dip into this, but equally we can’t hold the trip up for a week if an embassy says it will take that long to issue a visa, but a slightly more expensive express option is available. 
Your Tour Leader will collect a USD 15 visa kitty per person at the start of the trip, which goes towards paying for taxis, photocopies, communication etc. when applying for visas as a group. Your Tour Leader will keep a separate account of expenses incurred and will inform the group of any surplus funds remaining at the end of the trip, or any extra that is required.
On the note of visas – please remember that you will need to bring a set of ‘embassy clothes’ with you, so that you can wear these to the embassies when you are applying for visas.  These need to be smart, so a pair of closed shoes (no flip flops!), long length trousers or skirts (jeans are not acceptable in some embassies) and a collared or smart top, covering your shoulders.

CAMPING, ACCOMMODATION AND UPGRADES
As you will have seen on our website, you will be camping during your trip.  There will be a lot of wild camping as well as some designated campsites and possibly the occasional hostel/budget hotel.  Sometimes the campsite we are staying at will also have an accommodation block, chalets, safari tents or other types of rooms available for people to stay in. When we arrive at these, you are welcome to upgrade your camping to stay somewhere and enjoy a bit more comfort. The tour leader will credit the cost of your camping towards your room booking IF the property allows them to do this. This is sometimes, but not always possible and you may need to pay the full cost of your new arrangements. 
If you choose to stay somewhere else entirely, away from the rest of the group, then you will
 need to cover the full cost of this yourself. 
The truck can not act as a taxi to drop off and pick up people from different accommodations – please be prompt getting back to the truck in time for departure. 
If you are on cook-group duty and wish to upgrade, please be considerate and arrange a swap – don't just leave your group short. 

TAKING TIME OUT FROM THE TRIP
Quite often on our much longer trips, people will take a few days away from the truck and group to do their own thing. This is perfectly fine and we will accommodate this as best we can. We will ask you to sign a simple bit of paperwork saying you are leaving the trip voluntarily, with a proposed place and date of return. You can stay in touch with the crew while you are away and liaise with them and with our head office about when you will re-join.

However, please bear in mind that we need to leave promptly on days we depart a location and if you are not there when we are scheduled to leave, you may be left behind and would need to cover any costs for re-joining yourself. 

Also, our overland schedules are flexible, and we will not always be able to give exact dates for you to meet up again. You must be prepared to be flexible with this, and to cover all your costs for accommodation and transport yourself while you are away from the group. The crew need to put the arrangements of the group on the truck first and won't be able to re-arrange the trip schedule to accommodate your plans.
 You will not be due any refund of either the main trip price or the local payment if you spend time away from the truck and group.

AIRALO E-SIMS
As mentioned previously, it is possible to buy local Sim cards for your mobile phone very cheaply. Micro sims are difficult to obtain outside of big cities with posh phone shops and you’ll be even more unlikely to find a Nano sim but regular sims are available pretty much everywhere. 
If your phone is compatible, buying eSims in advance can save you having to buy a physical sim in each new country. 
We can offer a 10% discount on Airalo e-sims if you purchase them through us. These cover a lot of the countries on the route. Please get in touch if you would like to purchase one. 
You can also purchase e-sims on arrival in a country and sometimes these will provide faster speeds than international ones. 

ONE-WAY FLIGHT LETTER
Sometimes immigration officers or airline check in staff may question why you only have a one-way ticket. We have therefore prepared a template letter which you can amend and print out to explain your onward travels with us. 

We will send out a final update in a couple of weeks with instructions for meeting up with your crew and the truck, filling in the Ghana e-visa form and any other last minute updates and reminders.
Best wishes from all the team at Oasis Overland!
