30 Jul 2025

Dear Traveller,
It’s not long now until our Central Asia overland adventure starts in Bishkek!  This update is a long one but please ensure you read it all as it contains important information about your trip including a check on your visa requirements / applications and Bishkek joining instructions.
Firstly, your crew for this adventure, who have both worked for us for many years – Alexis Vgeros will be your Tour Leader and Alan Lloyd is your Driver.  Both are extremely experienced crew and have run many successful trips in Africa, Central Asia, the Middle East and South America over several years.  They ran our Istanbul to Bishkek expedition which finished last month and Alexis has just finished leading the Kashgar to Beijing section.  They are both looking forward to meeting you in Bishkek!

VISAS 
The following information covers all countries from Kyrgyzstan to Georgia, so please read the information that applies to your trip:

Kyrgyzstan
Most nationalities are visa free, you can check your nationality here: https://www.evisa.e-gov.kg/get_information.php?lng=en

Kazakhstan
Most nationalities are visa free for a stay of up to 30 days, you can check your nationality here: https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/mfa/press/article/details/6764?lang=en

Tajikistan
Those who need a visa, e.g. UK passport holders, should already have applied for their visa together with their GBAO permit online.  Please let us know whether you have received your visa.  
You can check if you need one here: https://www.consular.tj/visa-system-with-foreign-countries.aspx.

GBAO permit for those who do not need a visa – we will apply for this in advance through our Tajikistan agent and we will collect the permits on arrival in Osh.  The cost of the permit is $20, payable in cash to our agent when you get to Dushanbe.
  
Uzbekistan 
Most nationalities do not require a visa. You can check yours by starting an application here: https://e-visa.gov.uz/

US passport holders require a visa.  We understand this does not apply to over 55s. Please note you will only need a single entry e-visa which you can apply for here: https://e-visa.gov.uz/

The following information will assist with your application:
Arrival Date: 11 Sep 2025
Departure date: 20 Sep 2025
Preliminary place of residence in Uzbekistan: Hotel Asia, 50 Kosh-khauz Str, Samarkand, 703000

Turkmenistan
Our Turkmenistan operator has obtained an LOI for the majority of the group which your tour leader will use on arrival at the border to obtain your visas.  For those who booked their trip more recently, your LOI application is being processed and we will keep you informed of any updates from our operator.

Iran
You should by now have sent your details to apply for your Visa Authorisation Number to our Iran operator, TAP Persia.  If you have not yet, please do so immediately.  You can find instructions for this in update 3.
Once you receive your Authorisation Number, please send us a copy or advise us of the date stated under Visa Grant Validity.  
Please also check that it states you should submit your passport to the Iran Embassy in Ashgabat (unless you chose a different embassy to apply for the visa).  This is where we plan to apply for the Iran visa during the trip.
If you plan to overfly Iran, please make sure you have told us this and let us now your flight details out of Ashgabat. 

Armenia
Most nationalities do not require a visa. You can check yours by starting an application on the evisa website: https://www.mfa.am/en/visa/

Georgia
Most nationalities are visa free, you can check here:
https://migration.commission.ge/index.php?article_id=160&clang=1


CAMPING, ACCOMMODATION and UPGRADES
As you will have seen on our website, you will be staying in a mix of accommodation types from campsites and wild camping, to hostels and basic hotels and the occasional yurt, family stay or guesthouse.  In some of these you will sleep in dorms.  We always aim for same sex dorms but sometimes this is not possible and you will be sleeping in a mixed dorm.  
If you want to upgrade from shared rooms to a private room (for singles or couples), you can do that when you arrive at each location, based on availability at the time. Your Tour Leader is not going to be able to pre-book various private rooms in advance.
If you do upgrade and you are staying in the same place as the rest of the group, then you will be able to use the amount we have paid for your original room, bed or camping spot, towards your upgraded room IF the property allows us to do that.  Sometimes they will but sometimes they won’t, and this is not something we can control.  If you stay somewhere else completely, away from the main group, then you will need to cover all your costs for that.

While we are camping, you will be assigned a tent partner (same sex) to share with. If you want to have a tent to yourself, you are welcome to bring your own. But please advise us in advance if you are going to do this.


JOINING IN BISHKEK
Please note that for those joining us on 25th August, we will be meeting at a different hostel – see below. 

11th August trip
The joining point for the trip is at the Apple Hostel in Bishkek:
Address: Chymkentskaya 1B, Bishkek 720030
Telephone/WhatsApp: +996 553 280 881
Website: www.applehostel.kg
Email: applehostelkgr@gmail.com

We will have a pre-departure meeting in the hostel at 6pm on the 10th August where you will meet your crew, hand over your local payment, and have a briefing on the trip.  Please let us know if you will not be able to make this meeting.
We will be leaving for Kazakhstan first thing in the morning on the 11th August. So, please be ready to leave first thing as it is a long day.  The trip will depart at 8am.

25th August trip
The joining point for this trip is the Compass Hostel in Bishkek:
Address: 123 Abdykerim Sydykov St, Bishkek 720040
Telephone: +996 770 904 050

 We will have a pre-departure meeting in the hostel at 6pm on the 24th August where you will meet your crew, hand over your local payment, and have a briefing on the trip.  Please let us know if you will not be able to make this meeting.
The trip will start on the 25th August.  Your crew will update you on the first few days of the itinerary at the pre-departure meeting.
Once you are in Bishkek, you can WhatsApp Alexis on + 1 (305) 582-0703.  Please remember to tell her who you are!

DOCUMENT COPIES TO TAKE WITH YOU ON THE EXPEDITION 
Please bring the following number of colour photocopies of your passport ID pages to give to your tour leader.  These are often required by hotels we stay at. 
Those travelling Bishkek to Dushanbe: 6 colour copies of your passport ID pages 
Those travelling beyond Dushanbe: 10 colour copies of your passport ID pages 
You will also need 2 copies of your travel insurance for your Iran visa application (having travel insurance is a condition for entering Iran – most people get this from TAP Persia when applying for their visa). It is always good to bring copies of your travel insurance docs in case you need to claim for anything during the trip anyway. 
It’s also a good idea to have a digital copy of your passport and passport photo in case you should need to make any online visa applications during the trip, along with a copy of your vaccination certificates, including Covid.  We would also suggest you take a paper copy of your passport and travel insurance and some spare passport photos.  

LOCAL PAYMENT
Your tour leader will collect your Local Payment at the pre-departure meeting.  Please remember that this must be paid in US$ Dollars cash only. Make sure that all your notes are in good condition. Old, torn or marked notes are often refused by the banks and we will therefore be unable to accept them either. Please try to bring all of your Local Payment in US$50 or 100 notes and also make sure they are dated post 2013 and do not have a serial number starting with CB. 
If you choose to overfly Iran, your Local Payment amount will be reduced by USD 250. Please remember that this is an exceptional offer just for people choosing to miss Iran. If you leave the trip by choice for any period of time at other parts of the journey, or cut your trip short and finish early, then the normal rules will apply and there will be no refunds of local payment amounts. 
 
PHONE APPS
You may wish to download the following apps to your phone. These can be very helpful while you are travelling, and it is often easier to set them up before you leave home. Do ask a friend or family member for assistance if this is not a familiar process:
· Yandex Go - ride sharing and delivery for Georgia, Armenia, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan 
· Bolt - ride sharing in Georgia 
· VPN – there are various free and paid VPN apps available. These will provide you with a secure internet connection and allow you to change your phone’s internet location setting (useful when in Iran and China in particular to let other Apps work when they otherwise may not). 

PASSENGER LIABILITY INSURANCE
As a company we do our best to have the best possible level of insurance in place to protect our travellers and our operations. That includes a comprehensive tour operators liability insurance policy which protects all of our trips. We also try to obtain passenger liability insurance to cover our liability for your time on the vehicle itself, including any accidents. However, as we make clear in our booking conditions, this type of insurance is not always available or adequate in some countries. 
We have done extensive research through insurance companies and brokers both here in the UK and in several different countries, and unfortunately the situation is that there simply is not any passenger liability insurance cover available for us to purchase in advance for most of our route. The main policy that used to provide cover for overland companies like us before Covid is not available anymore. We will attempt to purchase insurance at each border we cross, and sometimes this is possible (albeit with a very low level of cover), but this will not be available everywhere. As a responsible operator we wanted to bring this to your attention before the trip starts. 
 
Travel Insurance and Government Travel Advice
As previously mentioned in our first email, the British Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO) as well as governments of other countries aim to provide advice and security information for their citizens and this advice could affect your travel insurance policy. 

Currently, Iran is the only country on our route that the FCDO advises against all travel to. If you are travelling through Iran with us, please read the guidance carefully and follow recent updates, in particular the ‘Safety and Security’ and ‘Activities that put you at risk’ sections. You must follow any instructions provided by our crew and our Iranian guide at all times, especially around dress codes, behaviour, photography and independent exploration during any free time. We will not be able to provide any assistance if you are questioned or taken into custody by the local authorities if they consider any behaviour suspicious. We should point out though that we travelled through Iran earlier this year and twice last year on a very similar rout with our groups, without any problems at all. All our travel plans are registered and approved by the local authorities and arranged in partnership with our local Iranian tour operator partners TAP Persia, who will provide a guide to accompany us. 
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/iran 


Travel insurance that includes cover for areas the FCDO advises against travel to
Currently, Iran is the only country on our route that the FCDO advises against all travel to.  In addition, international sanctions can also affect whether some companies offer cover as well. There are however some insurance companies who will still provide cover. These include our Iranian partners who will probably provide the most cost effective option (normally between EUR 20-60, available to all nationalities). Medical cover is up to EUR 10,000. Contact Tap Persia for details or to apply. 
For UK residents looking at higher levels of cover you could check Voyager Insurance: https://www.highriskvoyager.com/locations/travel-insurance-for-iran/

As always, and whichever insurance policy you take out, please read the policy carefully – it’s always a long read with a lot of small print but it’s important and your responsibility to know what you are covered for and that it will be adequate for the trip you are undertaking.

[bookmark: _Hlk193102864]More on Government Travel Advice
It’s important to remember that the advice for the different countries and areas through which we operate trips is forever changing and we are constantly reviewing information as it comes to hand.  Additionally, our intended routes may change whilst on the road. Oasis Overland have been travelling through these areas for nearly 20 years and have gained a lot of experience and local knowledge.  We have local contacts in many areas and others who travel these routes (which may be companies and/or individuals) readily share information. We are also able to contact the FCDO directly.  
First and foremost, the safety of our clients and crew is paramount and we take it very seriously.  Things can change and our local contacts on the ground can inform us should an area become unsafe to travel through, often more quickly than the FCDO.  One of the advantages of travelling overland in our own expedition vehicle and being flexible is that we can change our itinerary on the rare occasions this is needed.  When this is not possible, then the group would need to fly over at their own expense but this is extremely rare.

Pamir Highway route
As advised earlier, we have decided that it is unfortunately not going to be practical or possible to get our truck up to the Kyrgyzstan/Tajikistan border because of the current road conditions there. This means that we will be arranging the Pamir Highway section of the trip using local vehicles and drivers instead of the truck. Alexis will accompany you on that section, with Al and the truck re-joining you in Dushanbe. All the arrangements for this are being finalised at the moment. 

