August 2026
Dear Traveller,
It’s not long now until our Central Asia overland adventure starts in Bishkek!  This is our second update and covers the following:
· Bishkek – change of starting hotel
· Visas
· Camping, Accommodation and Upgrades
· Document Copies 
· Local Payment
· Phone Apps
· Passenger Liability Insurance
· Extending your trip options

Note: We are sending this update to everyone booked on various different legs of the trip, from the full Bishkek to Istanbul route, down to shorter sections that may just visit a few countries. So, not all the visa or itinerary information may apply to everyone. 

BISHKEK – change of starting hostel
Please note that unfortunately, we will not be starting the trip at the Apple Hostel and so we will now meet at the Compass Hostel:
· Compass Hostel
Address: 123 Abdykerim Sydykov Street, Bishkek
You can book pre-trip accommodation through  Hostelworld or Booking.com
Please ensure you are at the correct Compass Hostel as there is more than one in a relatively small area of Bishkek!

VISAS 
Tajikistan
Those who need a visa, e.g. UK passport holders, should already have applied for their visa and GBAO permit online.  Please let us know whether you have received your visa.  
You can check if you need one here: https://www.consular.tj/visa-system-with-foreign-countries.aspx.

GBAO permit for those who do not need a visa – we will apply for this in advance through our Tajikistan agent and we will collect the permits on arrival in the country.  The cost of the permit is $20, payable in cash to our agent when you get to Dushanbe.  

Turkmenistan
Your LOI application is being processed and we will keep you informed of any updates from our Turkmenistan partner.

Iran
This remains our preferred route, albeit with us still continuing to watch how the situation with the conflict with the USA develops. You should by now have sent your details to apply for your Visa Authorisation Number to our Iran operator, TAP Persia (unless you plan to fly over Iran if that is the route we take).  
Once you receive your Authorisation Number, please send us a copy or advise us of the date stated under Visa Grant Validity.  
Please also check that it states you should submit your passport to the Iran Embassy in Ashgabat (unless you chose a different embassy to apply for the visa).  This is where we will apply for the Iran visa during the trip.

Azerbaijan
If we unable to travel through Iran, we will instead travel through Azerbaijan and everyone will need an e-visa.  We have included instructions for applying for this in the accompanying document but please don't apply now.  The e-visa takes up to 3 days to be processed so you will not need to apply before you join the trip but can wait until our route is decided.  Note that you will need a clear digital copy of your passport data page to upload with your application.

Georgia
Most nationalities do not require a visa.  You can check yours here: https://geoconsul.gov.ge/en/entering-georgia

Note that Georgia has brought in a new entry requirement: 
All visitors must have health and accident insurance to cover all healthcare needs during your stay. You may be asked for evidence of this by immigration authorities when you arrive in Georgia so please have a printed copy of your travel insurance, showing the information below, to present at the border if necessary. You may face difficulties if you do not have this.
The insurance policy must contain the following mandatory information:
• Names of those covered
• Covered territory
• Subject matter of the insurance, e.g. travel insurance
• Commencement and expiration dates of the insurance coverage
• Insured risks
• Amount of the insurance sum (limits)
• Amount of the insurance premium, place and terms of payment.

Some of these details may be on your policy certificate, policy schedule or a receipt so make sure you have a copy of anything that shows the required information.

The insurance coverage amount must be no less than 30 000 Georgian Lari (around £8,400). The insurance policy needs to cover the full period of your stay in Georgia. 

See Georgian Visa information for full details.

Armenia
Most nationalities do not require a visa. You can check yours by starting an application on the evisa website: https://www.mfa.am/en/visa/

Canadian passport holders require a visa. Note that you may be exempt from needing a visa if you hold a valid residence permit issued by the United States of America, European Union Member States or other specific countries.  See the above website for details.
If you do need a visa, we suggest you apply for a 21 day e-visa which you can do now at  https://evisa.mfa.am/.  You will need to make a hotel reservation to support your application.  We suggest you make an online hotel booking which you can cancel at a later date at no cost:
· Use a hotel booking service such as Booking.com to book the following nights:
· 3 nights in Yerevan 23rd, 24th & 25th September 
· Choose a hotel that does not require Pre-payment and has no cancellation fees.
· Once your visa application has been processed and approved, return to your hotel bookings and cancel them.
You will also need our supporting letter accompanying this update to explain that you are travelling overland and do not have a flight into or out of Armenia - please amend the template with your name.  Please note that the itinerary is for visa purposes only and gives us the most flexibility.  The dates, itinerary and duration will be different depending on our progress from Ashgabat.
The following information will assist with your application:
Date of entry: 23rd September 2026
Date of departure: 3rd October 2026
Contact information in Armenia: The address and phone number of the hotel you have booked in Yerevan.

CAMPING, ACCOMMODATION and UPGRADES
As you will have seen on our website, you will be staying in a mix of accommodation types from campsites and wild camping, to hostels and basic hotels and the occasional yurt, family stay or guesthouse.  In some of these you will sleep in dorms.  We do aim for same sex dorms but sometimes this is not possible and you will be sleeping in a mixed dorm.  Likewise, couples may have to sleep in separate dorms if mixed are not available or if, as in Kyrgyzstan, they are not allowed.
If you want to upgrade from shared rooms to a private room, you can do that when you arrive at each location, based on availability at the time. Your Tour Leader is not going to be able to pre-book various private rooms in advance.
If you do upgrade and you are staying in the same place as the rest of the group, then you will be able to use the amount we have paid for your original room, bed or camping spot, towards your upgraded room IF the property allows us to do that.  Sometimes they will but sometimes they won’t, and this is not something we can control.  If you stay somewhere else completely, away from the main group, then you will need to cover all your costs for that. Please let the tour leader know if you do make upgrades in advance, so that they can manage their room bookings and allocations accordingly.

While we are camping, you will be assigned a tent partner (same sex) to share with. If you want to have a tent to yourself, you are welcome to bring your own. But please advise us in advance if you are going to do this.

DOCUMENT COPIES TO TAKE WITH YOU ON THE EXPEDITION 
Please bring the following number of colour photocopies of your passport ID pages to give to your tour leader.  These are often required by hotels we stay at. 
Those travelling Bishkek to Dushanbe: 6 colour copies of your passport ID pages 
Those travelling beyond Dushanbe: 10 colour copies of your passport ID pages 
You will also need two copies of your travel insurance for your Iran visa application (having travel insurance is a condition for entering Iran – most people get this from TAP Persia when applying for their visa) and one copy for entering Georgia.   It is always good to bring copies of your travel insurance docs anyway, in case you need to claim for anything during the trip. 
It’s also a good idea to have a digital copy of your passport and passport photo in case these are needed for any visa applications made online during the trip, along with a copy of your vaccination certificates, including Covid.  We would also suggest you take a paper copy of your passport and travel insurance and some spare passport photos.  

LOCAL PAYMENT
Your tour leader will collect your Local Payment at the pre-departure meeting.  Please remember that this must be paid in US$ Dollars cash only. Make sure that all your notes are in good condition. Old, torn or marked notes are often refused by the banks and we will therefore be unable to accept them either. Please ensure you bring all of your Local Payment in US$50 or 100 notes unless your total requires a couple of smaller ones, and also make sure they are dated post 2013 and do not have a serial number starting with CB. 
 
PHONE APPS
You may wish to download the following apps to your phone. These can be very helpful while you are travelling, and it is often easier to set them up before you leave home. Do ask a friend or family member for assistance if this is not a familiar process:
· Yandex Go - ride sharing and delivery for Georgia, Armenia, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan 
· Bolt - ride sharing in Georgia 
· VPN – there are various free and paid VPN apps available. These will provide you with a secure internet connection and allow you to change your phone’s internet location setting (useful when in Iran in particular to let other Apps work when they otherwise may not). 

PASSENGER LIABILITY INSURANCE
As a company we do our best to have the best possible level of insurance in place to protect our travellers and our operations. That includes a comprehensive tour operators liability insurance policy which protects all of our trips. We also try to obtain passenger liability insurance to cover our liability for your time on the vehicle itself, including any accidents. However, as we make clear in our booking conditions, this type of insurance is not always available or adequate in some countries. 
We have done extensive research through insurance companies and brokers both here in the UK and in several different countries, and unfortunately the situation is that there simply is not any passenger liability insurance cover available for us to purchase in advance for most of our route. The main policy that used to provide cover for overland companies like us before Covid is not available anymore. We will attempt to purchase insurance at each border we cross, and normally this is possible (albeit with a very low level of cover), but this will not be available everywhere. As a responsible operator we wanted to bring this to your attention before the trip starts. 

EXTENDING YOUR TRIP: 
Our full Central Asia trip runs from Bishkek all the way to Istanbul so if your finish point is before this and you have some extra free time, why not consider extending your trip a little?
Whether you are scheduled to finish in Dushanbe, Ashgabat or Batumi at the moment, there are options to carry on further if you wish. For example...

· Dushanbe to Ashgabat after exploring Kyrgyzstan and the Pamir Highway in Tajikistan we will continue to the Fann Mountains before visiting the Silk Road cities of Uzbekistan, the Darvaza Gas Crater and Turkmenistan’s unique capital Ashgabat.
https://www.oasisoverland.co.uk/trips/bishkek-to-ashgabat-31-days-silk-road-highlights

· Ashgabat to Tbilisi from Ashgabat we will either journey through Iran or across the Caspian Sea to Azerbaijan.  Both routes include time exploring Armenia as well as Telavi and Tbilisi in Georgia.
https://www.oasisoverland.co.uk/trips/bishkek-to-tbilisi-55-days-kyrgyzstan-to-caucasus

· Tbilisi to Istanbul from Tbilisi we will explore more of Georgia including Gori, the mountainous Svaneti region and the port city of Batumi.  In Turkey we spend some time in Cappadocia before passing the capital Ankara and then journey’s end, Istanbul.
https://www.oasisoverland.co.uk/trips/istanbul-to-bishkek-69-days-the-stans-caucusus-turkey

If you have any interest in going a bit further on your trip, just let us know your available dates and potential finish point and we can work out a custom price for you.

 
We hope this information is helpful but if you have any questions, please give us a shout. 

Our next update will include more details about meeting up with your group and crew in Bishkek.

Best wishes
The Oasis Overland Team
