August 2026

Dear Oasis Traveller,  
We hope you are excited to be joining us in Bishkek next week.  This update contains  Bishkek joining instructions, a reminder about personal luggage and how to bring your Local Payment and a visa applications update.   Please do also re-read the previous update we sent you with information about phone apps, VPNS, accommodation and upgrades, document copies to take with you etc.  

JOINING IN BISHKEK
· Compass Hostel, Sydykova
Address: 123 Abdykerim Sydykov Street, Bishkek 
You can book pre-trip accommodation through  Hostelworld or Booking.com
Please ensure you are at the correct Compass Hostel as there is more than one in a relatively small area of Bishkek!
If you are not staying at the Compass Hostel before you join us, please tell us which accommodation you are staying at.

· Pre-departure Meeting 
We’ll have a pre-departure meeting with a briefing on the trip at 6pm on 23rd August, the evening before your trip starts where you will meet your crew, hand over your local payment and carry out some paperwork.  This will be at the joining hostel: Compass Hostel, 123 Abdykerim Sydykov Street, Bishkek 

· Oasis Crew
Your crew for this adventure are Brenda Copeland who will be your Tour Leader and Shelby Johnston who will be your Driver.  They led our Eastbound trip from Istanbul to Bishkek this year and so they are very familiar with our route.  
Shelby is an experienced truck driver and diesel mechanic having worked in these fields for many years.  
Brenda did much of the Trans Asia route as a passenger herself before running our Central Asia trips and she also recently led our Western Trans Africa expedition.  
Shelby and Brenda are looking forward to meeting you in Bishkek!
From Khiva in Uzbekistan, Mark Dawson will replace Shelby as Driver.  Mark has completed several of our Trans Asia trips as well as our Trans Africa and Cape to Cairo expeditions.
Once you are in Bishkek, you can WhatsApp Brenda on +64 210 272 5068.  Please remember to tell her who you are!
Our UK 24 hour emergency number if you can’t reach her is +44 203 633 3041.

LOCAL PAYMENT 
Your tour leader will collect your Local Payment at the pre-departure meeting.  Please remember that this must be paid in US$ Dollars cash only. Make sure that all your notes are in good condition. Old, torn or marked notes are often refused by the banks and we will therefore be unable to accept them either. Please try to bring all of your Local Payment in US$50 or 100 notes wherever possible and also make sure they are dated post 2013 and do not have a serial number starting with CB.  
Local Payment due for Bishkek to Istanbul: $2400
Local Payment due for Bishkek to Tblisi: $2120
Local Payment due for Bishkek to Ashgabat: $1050
Local Payment due for Bishkek to Dushanbe: $450

PERSONAL LUGGAGE - REMINDER
80 litre (100ltr max) backpacks and holdalls are the best form of carrying your luggage which will be stored in lockers, along with a small day pack (40ltr max).  Backpacks and holdalls that have a rigid frame as well as suitcases are impractical on the truck and should not be brought.  If you bring excess luggage above the recommended amount, then you may need to post it home from your joining city. 

VISAS 
Tajikistan - GBAO permit 
A reminder that those who did not need a Tajikistan visa will need a GBAO permit for travelling along the Pamir Highway.  We arrange this through our Tajikistan agent and we will collect the permits on arrival in the country.  You will need to pay US$20 in cash to our agent when you get to Dushanbe.

Turkmenistan
Your LOI application is being processed and we expect to receive this once you are on the road.  The LOI will be forwarded to your Tour Leader and you will all obtain your visa at the border as a group.  


Iran
Some of you have received your authorisation codes already whilst those on British and Canadian passports will need to wait a little longer as these always need more time to come through.
Once you receive you’re authorisation code, please send us a copy or advise us of the date stated under Visa Grant Validity.  
Please also check that it states you should submit your passport to the Iran Embassy in Ashgabat (unless you chose a different embassy to apply for the visa).  This is where we will apply for the Iran visa during the trip.
As previously mentioned, Iran remains our preferred route, albeit with us still continuing to watch how the situation there develops. 

Armenia
For Canadian passport holders, please see our previous update for instructions on applying for this visa.

Uzbekistan, Georgia and Turkey
Currently none of the nationalities in our group require visas for these countries for the duration that we’re in each country.  Please see our previous updates if you would like to check the latest requirements for your nationality.

ROUTE
As mentioned above, our preferred route remains to travel from Turkmenistan, through Iran to Armenia. We will make a final decision on the route we will take while we are on the road and communicate this with you both through the crew and from the office here. We appreciate your flexibility and patience with this!

If you have any questions before your trip starts, please do get in touch. 
We hope you have an incredible overland adventure with us in Central Asia!
Best wishes, the Oasis Overland team
