	June 2026

Dear Oasis Traveller,  
 
It’s not long now until you start your overland adventure with us in Bishkek.  This update contains important information about your trip including further visa applications and Bishkek joining instructions.   Please do also re-read the previous update we sent you with information about phone apps, VPNS, accommodation and upgrades, document copies to take with you etc.  

VISAS & PERMITS
· China & Tibet
We are currently applying for your Tibet permits.  These won’t be forwarded to you as they are handled by our China partner and will be held by your local guide in Tibet.  Don’t forget that if you are using a China visa from a previous visit, please send us a colour scan/photo.  If it’s in an old passport, please also send us a copy of the passport and remember to bring the old passport with you on the trip. 

For those continuing beyond China, you can now apply for your Laos and Vietnam visas:
· Laos
All nationalities must apply for an e-visa which costs $50 plus a $1.75 bank charge.  The visa is valid for entry for 60 days from the date of issue. 
Although you can apply up to 5 days before entering Laos, it’s advisable to apply earlier than this, preferably before you reach China as internet can be difficult there. 
You can apply for your e-visa here: https://laoevisa.gov.la/index 
The following information will help you fill out your application form: 
· Date of entry: 31 July 2026 
· Vehicle: Train 
(We plan to enter by train at the Boten Railway Station border) 
· Address during visit: Zuela Guesthouse, Main Louang Namtha Road, City Centre, 01000 Louang Namtha 

· Vietnam
British and Netherlands passport holders do not currently require a visa for stays of up to 45 days but US, Canada and New Zealand passport holders do.  An e-visa costs $25 and you can apply here (pages can take a long time to load): https://evisa.gov.vn/
The following information will help you fill out your application form: 
· Grant e-Visa valid from: 13 August 2026
· To: 25 August 2026
· Residential address in Viet Nam: Ngoc Binh Hotel, 34 Nguyen Tri Phuong, Phú Hoi, Thành pho Hue, Thua Thiên Hue. 
· Province/City: Hue City
· Ward/commune: Thuan Hoa Ward
· Intended border gate of entry: Lao Bao Landport
· Intended border gate of exit: Moc Bai Landport

As mentioned in our last update, Cambodia and Indonesia visas will be applied for whilst on the trip.  Visas for Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore are not currently required.

JOINING IN BISHKEK
· Bishkek – Compass Hostel, Sydykova
As the Apple Hostel was not able to accommodate us, your trip will start at the Compass Hostel Sydykova:

Compass Hostel
Address: 123 Abdykerim Sydykov Street, Bishkek 
You can book pre-trip accommodation through  Hostelworld or Booking.com
Please ensure you are at the correct Compass Hostel as there is more than one in a relatively small area of Bishkek!
If you are not staying at the Compass Hostel before you join us, please tell us which accommodation you are staying at.
· Pre-departure Meeting 
We’ll have a pre-departure meeting with a briefing on the trip at 6pm the evening before your trip starts on 19th June where you will meet your crew, hand over your local payment and carry out some paperwork.  This will be at the joining hostel: Compass Hostel, 123 Abdykerim Sydykov Street, Bishkek 
· Oasis Crew
Your crew for this adventure are Brenda Copeland who will be your Tour Leader and Shelby Johnston who will be your Driver.  They have been leading the trip since we started in Istanbul in April.  On our final day in Krygyzstan, Brenda will continue with the group going to China to lead that trip, whilst Shelby will return to Bishkek with those finishing their trip in Kyrgyzstan.
Although new to Aisa, Shelby has travelled extensively in the USA, Mexico, Caribbean & the Pacific/Australia.  Most importantly he is an experienced truck driver and diesel mechanic having worked in these fields for many years.
Brenda did much of the Trans Asia route as a passenger herself before running our return Central Asia trip from Bishkek to Ashgabat last year and she also recently led our Western Trans Africa expedition.  
Both Shelby and Brenda are looking forward to meeting you in Bishkek!
Once you are in Bishkek, you can WhatsApp Brenda on +64 210 272 5068.  Please remember to tell her who you are!
Our UK 24 hour emergency number if you can’t reach her is +44 203 633 3041.

LOCAL PAYMENT 
Your tour leader will collect your Local Payment at the pre-departure meeting.  Please remember that this must be paid in US$ Dollars cash only. Make sure that all your notes are in good condition. Old, torn or marked notes are often refused by the banks and we will therefore be unable to accept them either. Please try to bring all of your Local Payment in US$50 or 100 notes and also make sure they are dated post 2013 and do not have a serial number starting with CB.  
Local Payment due for Bishkek to Beijing and Singapore: $1000

PERSONAL LUGGAGE - REMINDER
Although the truck is roomy with lots of storage areas, there is a limit to space for your personal luggage and we will be full with food stocks, kitchen equipment, spare parts & tools etc.  So, 80 litre (100ltr max) backpacks and holdalls are the best form of carrying your luggage which will be stored in lockers, along with a small day pack (40ltr max).  Backpacks and holdalls that have a rigid frame as well as suitcases are impractical on the truck and should not be brought.  If you bring excess luggage above the recommended amount then you will need to post it home from your joining city. 
Please remember that if you are travelling into China and beyond, that we are not with the truck anymore and you will be carrying your own luggage between hotels, train stations, transfer vehicles etc. So, you need to make sure you only bring what you are comfortable carrying yourself for a walk of say 30mins at the most.  You may need to stand with your backpack on whilst on public transport, and metros can take time and be crowded.   We recommend that you bring your gear in a traditional soft sided 70 - 90L rucksack or holdall - suitcases are not ideal and are hard to manoeuvre and store. 

