November 2025
Dear traveller,
We hope you are looking forward to your South America adventure with us!  We are delighted that you will be joining us on our Rio to Manaus overland trip. 

Back here at Oasis HQ we have been working hard putting as much advance preparation in place as possible.  Due to the nature of overlanding and the areas we travel through, we always advise our travellers to expect the unexpected on their trips. We will continue updating the Essential Information section of each trip page on our website as new information comes in, so please do keep an eye on this.  

In the meantime, we have a few important updates for you regarding Rio Carnival accommodation and Sambadrome tickets, paperwork, visas, luggage and spending money.

But first…
What to expect! 
The Rio to Manaus trip is part of our longer trip which recently started in Cartagena. The group is now about to enter Bolivia. This is one of the biggest overland adventures that you can do and it’s an expedition where you should expect the unexpected, with the itinerary and route having to adapt at times, even whilst en route.  This could be due to the distances covered, border closures and visa changes to name a few! 
This is about as far away from your average holiday as you can get, as at times we travel to places where roads are poor or the heat is extreme, and you will be on the road for several weeks.
You may have to help carry heavy sand mats if the truck gets bogged and you will all get involved in the cooking and the cleaning, as well as setting up and taking down the tents. There will also be the occasional bush camp on this trip, which means no campsite facilities, but rather dig a hole and a ‘shower in a can’ moments will happen!  Much of the time we will stay in hostels or basic hotels and standards can vary considerably.  Often, we are restricted by what is available to us so you could find yourself bush camping in a remote area, setting up camp at a roadside fuel station, sleeping under canvas in a national park, sharing a dorm room in a busy city or, what will become quite a luxury, a twin/double en suite room.  The percentage mix of camping to hostel/hotel accommodation depends on the section of the trip you are joining – have a look at your trip on our website.
Together with these challenges you should also expect numerous amazing moments, meeting local people, exploring stunning scenery and seeing some of the world’s most iconic sites. All in all this is going to be a really special trip that you’ll remember forever. Most important is that you approach it with a positive and flexible attitude, and are prepared to get stuck in and help out as part of the team. The more everyone does that, the better all these trips run.
ITINERARY AND DATE AMENDMENTS
There are a few tweaks that we want to make to the itinerary on this trip. We are working on these at the moment and they will go live on the website before the end of December. We are also looking at the possibility of extending the route from Manaus, through Venezuela and on to Cartagena in Colombia. If you would be interested in doing that, please let us know as soon as possible as we will need a minimum number of travellers to make it work. 
At the moment though, please expect to finish in Manaus on 20th April. 

PAPERWORK
So that we can book accommodation and prepare passenger manifests for border crossings etc., we need a certain amount of information in advance from everyone. This includes all your personal details, home address, emergency contacts, travel insurance details etc. 
You can provide these to us by filling in the Traveller Information Form which was sent to you when you booked (also sent with this update). We are still waiting to receive quite a few of these, so would ask kindly that if you have not sent yours in yet, please do so as soon as possible. You can leave off your travel insurance details if you don’t have it arranged yet (though bear in mind that cancellation cover will only kick in after your policy has been purchased). 

CARNIVAL ADD-ONS
Rio accommodation and Sambadrome tickets are now available to book!
· Rio accommodation - £300 / £550
You may wish to add our accommodation package in Rio before your trip starts so that you can stay together with the rest of your group and enjoy the city and the Rio Carnival parades and events. 
If you would like to add this to your booking, please let us know so that we can manage our hotel allocation. 
Prices for 5 nights staying in the budget Hotel Riazor from the 13th to the 18th February are GBP 300 p/p in shared twin or triple, GBP 300 p/p in a private double, or GBP 550 p/p in a single room. This includes breakfast. 
 What to do now…
 - Tell us now if you want to add this accommodation package. We have plenty of rooms reserved, but space is subject to availability and the number of bookings required. 
- We will add it to your booking and send you a link for full payment.
· Sambadrome ticket - £130
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Join us in Rio de Janeiro for an incredible evening's entertainment at the famous Sambadrome, home of the main Carnival parade. We have a ticket allocation for those travelling on our tours starting or finishing or passing through Rio during Carnival who would like to go, so that everyone can go there and back and sit together. We will be visiting on Monday evening (16th February), which is one of the Special Group parades, featuring 4 of the very best Samba schools in Rio – Mocidade, Beija-Flor, Viradouro and Tijuca. Our tickets are in Sector 10, a grandstand towards the end of the parade which is popular with locals. This means you get to see the whole the parade coming towards you and it’s fun to be mixing in a stand with the locals and not to just be surrounded by large cruise boat groups or other tourists.  Whilst tickets in sector 10 cost more than sector 13 where we used to attend, that sector is not available to the general public to purchase anymore and sector 10 is still better value than some of the other stands and has better views.
What to do now…
 - Tell us now if you would like to add this ticket. We will add it to your booking and send you a link for full payment.
- The price includes our crew accompanying you to the Sambadrome but not transport
- Note that you will need a mobile phone with an app where your tickets will be transferred to. We will advise which app with further instructions closer to the time.

[bookmark: _Hlk190865760]VISAS
It is advisable to contact the relevant embassy in plenty of time before the trip departs to check your nationality’s visa requirements. It is your responsibility to ensure you have all the relevant visas you require.
Following is some visa information to be used alongside the visa section of your pre-departure information.  This can be found on the web page of your trip under ‘Essential Information’.
· Brazil visa for Australian, US and Canadian passport holders
Starting from April 10th, 2025, passport holders from Australia, Canada, and the United States require a visa for entry into Brazil. This E-Visa is a multiple entry, 5 year visa. 
Please see the accompanying instructions for how to apply for your e-visa, along with a template letter from Oasis to support your application. Visas are usually valid for entry for 3 months from date of issue, so you must only apply within 3 months of your arrival in Brazil.  
During the application process you will need to upload a copy of your passport – please ensure this is the passport you will be travelling to Brazil on. 
You will need to have the following:
Picture of passport bio page - .jpeg,.jpg files up to 2 MB
Passport photograph - .jpeg,.jpg files up to 2 MB
· Suriname
Most nationalities are visa free and only need to register and pay an Entry Fee online via the VFS website.  Check here for a list of nationalities that must apply for an E-Visa instead.
The Entry Fee process is outsourced to an agency called VFS Global. They are the official partner of a number of diplomatic missions and a specialist Suriname visa application agency.  There is no expiry date on your Entry Fee certificate but VFS advise that it is valid for entry for 90 days.  This means you must not complete the process more than 90 days before we are due to arrive in Suriname. We will give you details to help you apply, closer to this time.
During the process you will need to upload a copy of your passport – please ensure this is the passport you will be travelling to Suriname on. 
See https://suriname.vfsevisa.com/suriname/assets/docs/passport-bio-page.pdf for examples of how your scanned passport should look.
The Entry Fee costs US$50 + US$8 processing fee, payable online.

LUGGAGE
This is just a reminder that luggage space is limited on the truck so, you should make sure to try and pack light and only bring a soft sided main rucksack or holdall which will be stored in the equipment locker, plus a small day pack to keep inside. Suitcases will not fit, and bags with rigid sides are not suitable either. 
If you bring too much luggage with you, you will be asked to post it home before you join the trip. 

[bookmark: _Hlk210398630]OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS AND PERSONAL SPENDING MONEY 
We are continuing to update the Optional Excursion costs shown on our website. However, we know that some costs have increased since our last trip, there may be activities that are no longer available or have changed or new ones opened up.
In addition, please bear in mind recent global price increases and fluctuations in currency exchange rates.  As such we would suggest budgeting at the higher end of our spending money suggestions, found in the Essential Information for each trip.  Personal spending money can vary so much between travellers but we hope this helps you to plan.  We always recommend having a contingency fund and it’s always worth having a bit extra as a buffer for those ‘must buy’ purchases you may find en route! 
Please remember that our personal spending money suggestions do not include paying for Optional Excursions or visas, nor your Local Payment, therefore these should be accounted for separately.  
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