29 December 2025

Dear Oasis traveller,

We hope you are looking forward to your South America adventure with us!  We are delighted that you will be joining the trip. 

Note – this update is written to cover the whole of the trip between Buenos Aires and Manaus. As some book the whole trip, and others do shorter sections, not everything in this document may apply to you. There is a lot to read, but it is important, so while you can skip past anything that relates to an area that you will not be visiting, please do make sure to get to the end 😊. Thank you. 

Buenos Aires starters
The trip is scheduled to start in Buenos Aires on the 18th January, with one night there, before setting off for Uruguay and arriving in Rio in time for Carnival, before continuing north through Brazil to Manaus. We still have a handful of spaces available along the route so if you have any friends or family who would like to join the trip, please do put them in touch with us. 

Back here at Oasis HQ we have been working hard putting as much advance preparation in place as possible.  Here we have a few important updates for you regarding visas, joining in Buenos Aires, Rio Carnival and some reminders about luggage, local payment, camping and accommodation, plus optional activities and personal spending money. 

But first…

What to expect! 
Your trip is part of our Cartagena to Manaus Trans South America and is one of the biggest overland adventures that we run.  It's an expedition where you should expect the unexpected, with the itinerary and route having to adapt at times, even whilst en-route.  This could be due to the distances covered, border closures and visa changes to name a few!
This of course means that timings may have to be flexible too. This is about as far away from your average holiday as you can get, as at times we travel to places where roads are poor pr the heat is extreme and some in your group will be on the road for 2 months or more.  
You may have to help carry heavy sand mats if the truck gets bogged and you will all be fully involved in the cooking and the cleaning, as well as setting up and taking down the tents. The trip will only run well if everyone approaches it with a positive attitude and enthusiasm about pitching in and helping out – the more everyone does this, the quicker and easier everything runs, and the happier everyone will be. There will also be some bush camps on this trip, which means no campsite facilities, but rather dig a hole and a ‘shower in a can’ moments will happen!  Much of the time we will stay in hostels or basic hotels and standards can vary considerably.  Often, we are restricted by what is available to us so you could find yourself bush camping in a remote area, setting up camp at a roadside fuel station, sleeping under canvas in a national park, sharing a dorm room in a busy city or, what will become quite a luxury, a twin/double en suite room.  The percentage mix of camping to hostel/hotel accommodation depends on the section of the trip you are joining – have a look at your trip on our website.  You may be able to upgrade the accommodation at times but you do need to expect and be ready for basic camping without comfortable facilities and shared hostel rooms.

Together with these challenges you should also expect numerous amazing moments, meeting local people, exploring stunning scenery and seeing some of the world’s most iconic sites. All in all this is going to be a really special trip that you’ll remember forever. 

Itinerary: 
Our website has been updated with our new itinerary through from Buenos Aires to Rio. We are still making some final tweaks to the section north to Manaus and that will be updated at the start of January. 

Traveller information
If you have not already completed and returned your Travellers Information Sheet to us, please do this now as we need the information to book various parts of your trip.  You can download the form here… 

We are still missing some people’s travel insurance details, emergency contact details and other information and we need all this before the trip starts. 

Visas
Following is some visa information to be used alongside the visa section of your pre-departure information.  This can be found on the web page of your trip under ‘Essential Information’. It is your responsibility to ensure you have all the relevant visas you require.

· Brazil e-visa for Australian, US and Canadian passport holders  
If you haven’t already obtained your Brazil e-visa, please see the accompanying instructions for how to apply, along with a template letter from Oasis to support your application.  You can fill in your name and either un-highlight or delete sections that do or do not apply to you

· Suriname
Most nationalities are visa free and only need to register and pay an Entry Fee online. Please see the accompanying instructions for how to apply for the Entry Fee.

· French Guiana & Guyana
These are currently visa free for most nationalities.


Your Oasis Overland Crew
Your crew for this trip are Emily and Martin and both have bags of travel experience.  Martin is an experienced overland driver with his journeys including from Istanbul to Beijing and back as well as driving tours through both Afghanistan and Iraq.   He is also a skilled mechanic, having built his own overland vehicle, not to mention completely rebuilding an engine in Tajikistan!  Emily spent the last two years travelling, volunteering, and working abroad, including nearly a year in South America, where she visited every country on our route. With a Colombian mom and proficient Spanish, she feels a special connection to South America and loves sharing it with others. We are excited to have Emily and Martin leading your South America adventure and they are looking forward to meeting you!

Note: Your overland truck for this trip will be larger and have forward facing seats, a different layout to our normal South America vehicles. And a fridge :)

Trip Joining Point - Buenos Aires
Hostel: Milhouse Avenue 
Address:  Av. de Mayo 1245, C1085 Cdad. Autónoma de Buenos Aires
Telephone:  +54 11 4383 9383  
Website: www.milhousehostel.com
Email: marinar@milhousehostel.com
Start Time Day 1: 08:00 (to be reconfirmed at the pre-trip meeting)

Local Payment 
Remember to have your local payment ready to pass onto Emily at the start of the trip. You may find it easiest and cheapest to book this online to pick up at your departure airport. This should give you a good rate and save you carrying a lot of cash for a long time before the trip starts.  Please bring larger $50/$100 notes for your LP. These must be in good condition with no markings on them, and dated after 2013, or unfortunately we will not be able to accept them. 
If anyone has concerns about obtaining or taking large amounts of cash in to Buenos Aires for their local payment, we are willing to make arrangements for this to be paid to us here in the UK instead. We will need to cover our bank conversion rates and card fees, but if you want to do it, please let us know. 
Buenos Aires to Manaus - $3600 – GBP 2790
Buenos Aires to Rio - $1000 – GBP 775

Please remember that if you leave the trip by choice for any period of time or cut your trip short and finish early, then the normal rules apply and there will be no refunds of local payment. 

Pre-departure Meeting 
Your pre-departure meeting will be in the hostel the evening before your trip starts, 17th January.  Please check for a notice in Reception advising you of the exact time or of any necessary changes.  Here Emily will explain how the day to day running of the trip works. She will collect your Local Payment money as well as 2 photocopies of your passport information page. It is important that you attend this meeting so please let us know if you are unable to do so.

If you need to contact Emily once you are in Argentina or if your flights are delayed and you think you won’t be there on time, you can WhatsApp her on  +1 (928) 420-9428.  Please remember to tell her who you are! Please also hold off contacting her until a couple of days before your start date at least, as she will be busy with the group and preparing for your trip and not readily available. 
Our UK 24 hour emergency number if you can’t reach Emily is +44 203 633 3041.

Rio Carnival Add-ons 
Here is a reminder about Rio Carnival accommodation and Sambadrome tickets.  We do have limited numbers of places left for both of these. But we will need to release the space we are holding soon so, please let us know as soon as possible if you are interested in booking.

· Rio Accommodation - £300 / £550
For those whose trip finishes in Rio or continues on to Manaus, you may wish to add our accommodation package there with us so that you can stay together with the rest of your group and enjoy the city and the Rio Carnival parades and events. 
Prices for 5 nights staying in the budget Hotel Riazor from the 13th to the 18th February are GBP 300 p/p in shared twin or triple, GBP 300 p/p in a private double, or GBP 550 p/p in a single room. This includes breakfast. 

· Sambadrome ticket - £130
Join us in Rio de Janeiro for an incredible evening's entertainment at the famous Sambadrome, home of the main Carnival parade. We have already purchased a large batch of tickets for those travelling on our tours who are starting or finishing or passing through Rio during Carnival who would like to go, so that everyone can go there and back and experience it together. We will be visiting on Monday evening (16th February), which is one of the Special Group parades, featuring 4 of the very best Samba schools in Rio – Mocidade, Beija-Flor, Viradouro and Tijuca. 
Our tickets are in Sector 10, a grandstand towards the end of the parade which is popular with locals. This means you get to see the whole the parade coming towards you and it’s fun to be mixing in a stand with the locals and not to just be surrounded by large cruise boat groups or other tourists.  
- The price includes our crew accompanying you to the Sambadrome but not transport
- Note that you will need a mobile phone with an app where your tickets will be transferred to. We will advise which app with further instructions closer to the time.
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Camping, accommodation and upgrades
As mentioned, you will be staying in a mix of accommodation types from campsites, roadside fuel stations and wild camping, to hostels and basic hotels.  In some of these you will sleep in dorms.  We always aim for same sex dorms but sometimes this isn’t possible and you will sleep in a mixed dorm.  
If you want to upgrade from shared rooms to a private room (for singles or couples), or to upgrade from camping to a room, you can do that when you arrive at each location, based on availability at the time. Many of your hostels and camping spots will have been pre-booked and pre-paid well in advance and so, arranging and paying for upgrades is your responsibility, not the tour leaders.  Your Tour Leader won't be able to pre-book various different private and upgraded rooms in advance.
If you do upgrade and you are staying in the same place as the rest of the group, then you may be able to use the amount we have paid for your original room, bed or camping spot, towards your upgraded room IF the property allows you to do that.  Sometimes they will, but very often they won’t. This is not something we can control, and it is not something the tour leader will have time to haggle about for you. If you stay somewhere else completely, away from the main group, then you will need to cover all your costs for that.
While you are camping, you will be sharing a tent with another traveller in the group (same sex, unless you are a couple already). If you do not want to share, you are welcome to bring your own tent with you, but please let us know if you are doing this. 

Optional excursions and personal spending money
We are continuing to update the Optional Excursion costs shown on our website. However, we know that some costs have increased since we last did this, and there may be activities that are no longer available or have changed.  
In addition, please bear in mind recent global price increases and fluctuations in currency exchange rates.  As such we would suggest budgeting at the higher end of our spending money suggestions, found in the Essential Information for each trip. This especially applies to time in Argentina where prices have soared recently.  Personal spending money can vary so much between travellers but we hope this helps you to plan.  We always recommend having a contingency fund and it’s always worth having a bit extra as a buffer for those ‘must buy’ purchases you may find en route! 

Please remember that our personal spending money suggestions do not include paying for Optional Excursions or visas, nor your Local Payment, therefore these should be accounted for separately.  

Luggage 
This is just a reminder that luggage space is limited on the truck so, you should make sure to try and pack light and only bring a soft sided main rucksack or holdall which will be stored in the luggage locker, plus a small day pack to keep inside. Suitcases will not fit, and bags with rigid sides are not suitable either.  
If you bring too much luggage with you, you will be asked to post it home before you join the trip.  

We hope you have an incredible time in South America!  Please do share your photos on Facebook and Instagram, we love to see them!
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