19 Nov 2025
Dear Traveller,

Your trip to South America will soon be here!  We hope you are excited to be starting your South America adventure!  Here we have a few more updates for you.  Some of your fellow travellers started in Cartagena in October and they are now in Bolivia on their way to meet you in Santiago, along with your crew Emily and Martin.  

As a reminder: Your overland truck for this trip will be larger and have forward facing seats, a different layout to our normal South America vehicles. And a fridge :)

Trip Joining Point – Santiago
Hostel Boutique Merced 88 - Santiago
Address: Calle Merced #88, Santiago de Chile
Telephone: +569 4238 3365
Website: www.merced88.cl
Email: contacto@merced88.cl
Start Time Day 1: 08:00  (to be reconfirmed at the pre-trip meeting)
Local Payment 
Remember to have your local payment ready to pass onto Emily at the start of the trip. You may find it easiest and cheapest to book this online to pick up at your departure airport. This should give you a good rate and save you carrying a lot of cash for a long time before the trip starts.  Please bring larger $50/$100 notes for your LP. 
If anyone has concerns about obtaining or taking large amounts of cash in to Santiago for their local payment, we are willing to make arrangements for this to be paid to us here in the UK instead. We will need to cover our bank conversion rates and card fees, but if you want to do it, please let us know. 
Santiago to Buenos Aires - $950 – £756
Please remember that if you leave the trip by choice for any period of time or cut your trip short and finish early, then the normal rules apply and there will be no refunds of local payment.

Pre-departure Meeting 
There will be a pre-departure meeting in the starting hotel the night before the start of the trip - there will be a notice in reception confirming this and advising the exact time.  Here Emily will explain how the day to day running of the trip works. She will collect your Local Payment money as well as 2 photocopies of your passport information page. It is important that you attend this meeting so please let us know if you are unable to do so.

If you need to contact Emily once you are in Chile or if your flights are delayed and you think you won’t be there on time, you can WhatsApp her on  +1 (928) 420-9428.  Please remember to tell her who you are!  Please also hold off contacting her until a couple of days before your start date at least, as she will be busy with the group and preparing for your arrival and not readily available. 

Our UK 24 hour emergency number if you can’t reach Emily is +44 203 633 3041. 

Brazil visa for Australian, US and Canadian passport holders - only applies to Australians, US and Canadians travelling through Brazil
Remember to apply online for your e-visa.  Please see our previous update for instructions on how to apply for your e-visa, along with a template letter from Oasis to support your application.

Luggage
This is just a reminder that luggage space is limited on the truck. We are almost fully booked from Santiago to Buenos Aires so you should make sure to try and pack light and only bring a soft sided main rucksack or holdall which will be stored in the luggage locker, plus a small day pack to keep inside with you. Suitcases will not fit, and bags with rigid sides are not suitable either. 
If you bring too much luggage with you, you will be asked to post it home before you join the trip. 

Camping, accommodation and upgrades
As you will have seen on our website, you will be staying in a mix of accommodation types from campsites, roadside fuel stations and wild camping, to hostels and basic hotels.  In some of these you will sleep in dorms.  We always aim for same sex dorms but sometimes this is not possible and you will be sleeping in a mixed dorm.  
If you want to upgrade from shared rooms to a private room (for singles or couples), or to upgrade from camping to a room, you can do that when you arrive at each location, based on availability at the time. Many of your hostels and camping spots will have been pre-booked and pre-paid well in advance and so, arranging and paying for upgrades is your responsibility, not the tour leaders.  Your Tour Leader is not going to be able to pre-book various different private and upgraded rooms in advance.
If you do upgrade and you are staying in the same place as the rest of the group, then you may be able to use the amount we have paid for your original room, bed or camping spot, towards your upgraded room IF the property allows you to do that.  Sometimes they will, but very often they won’t. This is not something we can control, and it is not something the tour leader will have time to haggle about for you. If you stay somewhere else completely, away from the main group, then you will need to cover all your costs for that.
While you are camping, you will be sharing a tent with another traveller in the group (same sex, unless you are a couple already). 

Rio Carnival
Just a reminder that we have limited availability on our Rio Carnival Accommodation package and Sambadrome tickets.  Please get in touch if you would like to book:
· BRAZIL – Rio accommodation - £300 / £550
Prices for 5 nights staying in the budget Hotel Riazor from the 13th to the 18th February are GBP 300 p/p in shared twin or triple, GBP 300 p/p in a private double, or GBP 550 p/p in a single room. This includes breakfast. 
· BRAZIL – Sambadrome ticket - £130
Join us for an incredible evening's entertainment at the famous Sambadrome, home of the main Carnival parade. We have a batch of tickets for our group, so that everyone can go and experience it together. We will visit on Monday evening (16th February), which is one of the Special Group parades, featuring 4 of the very best Samba schools in Rio – Mocidade, Beija-Flor, Viradouro and Tijuca. 
Our tickets are in Sector 10, a grandstand towards the end of the parade which is popular with locals. This means you get to see the whole parade coming towards you and it’s fun to be mixing in a stand with the locals and not to just be surrounded by large cruise boat groups or other tourists.  You will need to download a Carnival app to access your ticket.

We hope you have an incredible time in South America!  Please do share your photos on Facebook and Instagram, we love to see them!


